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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
WITH FORM PTO-1449 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

The Applicants request that the documents listed on the attached Form PTO- 
1449 be made of official record in the above-identified application and considered by the 
Examiner. The enclosed documents were disclosed in the text of the specification and are 
now being listed in PTO Form 1449 to ensure that a record is made that they have been 
considered. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R §1 .98(d), copies of documents A1-A16, B1-B17, Cl-Cl 19 
are not enclosed because they were cited in one or more prior applications (U.S. Serial No. 
09/417,479, filed October 13, 1999 and U.S. Serial No. 08/484,893, filed June 7, 1995 and 
U.S. Serial No. 07/971 ,857, filed January 8, 1993, now U.S. Patent No. 5,969,108 issued 
October 19, 1999) that is presently relied upon herein for an earher filing date. Reference 
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, A17, Breitling et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,985,588 issued November 16, 1999 is herewith 
enclosed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .98(a)(2)(i). However, copies of these documents 
will be resubmitted at the Examiner's request. 

This Infonnation Disclosure Statement is not intended to be an admission that 
a search has been made, that other relevant art does not exist, or that any of the information 
disclosed herein constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. §102 or §103. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted before receipt of a first 
Office action on the merits, and consequently should be considered by the Patent Office 
without payment of a fee. See 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(b). However, please charge any necessary 
fees due in connection with this Information Disclosure Statement to Deposit Account No. 
13-2855. A copy of this paper is enclosed herewith. 
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